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USAID and Kenya:  November 1961 – November 2011

Fifty years ago, President John F. Kennedy inspired the United States and the world by signing the U.S. Foreign Assistance Act into law.  On November 4, 1961, the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) was born. 

From the very start, USAID has worked in Kenya--partnering with Kenyan leaders, non-governmental organizations, communities, and ordinary people from all walks of life.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Today the U.S. Government is the leading bilateral donor to Kenya.  

Most U.S. funding goes to USAID programs, which touch nearly every county.
· USAID helps close to a million small-scale farmers get training, capital, and market connections 
· USAID is the major contributor to Kenya’s HIV treatment programs.  Those programs provide life-saving medicines to over 500,000 Kenyans.
· USAID has improved schools and teaching for nearly half a million schoolchildren at the Coast and in informal settlements around Nairobi
· USAID contributes to peace-building and reconciliation efforts nationwide, and provided technical assistance for the new Kenyan Constitution
· USAID is the largest bilateral donor to civil society—ensuring that citizen’s voices are heard at local and national levels
· USAID continues its legacy of building the micro-credit industry so that millions of previously “unbankable” Kenyans get the credit they deserve.




For a snapshot of this dynamic partnership, enjoy the new documentary, In Step: 50 Years of USAID - Kenya Partnership on http://kenya.usaid.gov.

What is the USAID – Kenya partnership doing now? 
Visit http://kenya.usaid.gov.
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